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French & Swiss in Allen County. 


August Adam 
Born _-__-1832 | France. 


Declaration of intent; Declared II- 4-1872, in Allen County 
Indiana. Arrived thru Port of New York, 6-19~ 1861. 


1870 Census, Jefferson Twp. Pg+7Ia #I2I line 17. 
Adam, August 57m. Cathoithe Priest France 


In I86I, Rev. A. Adam became pastor of St. Vincents church 
on Old Auburn road. During his adminstration a new church, 
which still serves its purpose in 1889, was built. A new 
residence for the priest was also constructed, and an 
Academy of large proportions was erected for the education 
of young ladies. In 1870 St. Vincents church was placed in 
charge of a priest of the Holy Cross. 


In 1870 Rev. August Adam became Pastor of the Church of St. 
Louis, at Besancon and remained five years. During his 
administration the present elegant church was constructed 
at a cost of about $10,090. 


Father Adam went back to France in I875. 


The Fort Wayne Sentinel 
sunday Morning April I, I917 


BUILDER OF SACRED 
HEART ACADEMY DIES. 


Rev. Augustine Adam, oldest priest in Diocese Succumbs 
to senility. 


With the death of Rev. Augustine Adam at St. Joseph's 
Hospital at 3 o'clock Saturday morning, there passed from 
the ranks of the clergy of the Diocese of Fort Wayne the 
oldest member. The venerable priest was 85 years of age and 
his demise was due to senility. For the past week he had 
been a patient at the Hospital. Although many of his friends 
among clergy and laity knew of his declining health, his 
death willbe chearned’ with regret.) He was very widely |known 
and many noble attributes of mind and heart, combined with 
a most genial personality, endeared him to all who came with 
in the circle of his beneficent influence. Father Adam was 
born in France in 1832, but has resided in this country the 
greater portion of his life. He is the builder of the Sacred 
Heart Academy, a flourishing educational institution locat- 
ed seven miles north of Fort Wayne, and which has been 
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French & Swiss in Allen County. 


August Adam 2 


conducted by the sisters of the Holy Cross for fifty-one 
years. 

Father Adam, immigrated to this country from France on 
the occasion of one of the European visits of the Very Rev. 
Edward Sorin, C.S.C. the eminent founder of the University 
of Notre Dame. 


Pastor At Academie 


For a few years after his arrival in this country Father 
Adam resided in the French settlement at Academie, north 
of Fort Wayne. It was a scattered settlement of pioneers of 
which he had charge, but his was the missionary spirit and 
his solicitude for the welfare of souls an inspiration. 

It was during the administration of Rt. Rev. John Henry 
Luers D.D. first bishop of the Diocese of Fort Wayne, that 
Sacred Heart Academy was erected. Father Adam at that time 
Pastor of St. Vincent's Church, entered enthusiastically 
into the work of rearing Sacred Heart Academy, which had 
been undertaken by the sisters of the Holy Cross. 


The Pioneer Builder. 


Lifting into resplendent light the work that Sacred Heart 
Academy has been doing for more than half a century, we 
must ever stand in the relation of debtor to Father Adam, 
for in the foundation of that flourshing educational insti- 
tution he had no small share. 

The. first church at Academie, a log structure, faced the 
present site of the Academy. It is not recorded, however, 
when it was built nor by whom. The second church, a frame 
building, was erected by Father Adam in I86I. The Sacred 
Heart Academy followed in 1868, and the Parochial residence 
(since replaced by a modern structure) in 1868. While 
Pastor of ‘ot.aVincent's anioalso iater perteds, Father 
Adam performed the duties od Chaplain at St. Vincent's. . 

January I, 1870, Father Adam became the resident Pastor 
of. St.Louis; Chureh,. Besancon, Ind., another. settlement, of 
French pioneers. Five years later with Bishop Dwenger's 
permission, he returned to France. Here after serving two 
years as chaplain for the Navy, he was appointed to a model 
parish inthe centerof France by the Bishop of Tours. His 
Church there was over a thousand years old. He remained in 
France until I90I. When an old man of 73 years and half a 
century of untiring sacerdotal labor, he begged his Bishop's 
permission to pass his remaining days inthe Trappist Comm- 
unity in Kentucky. He returned to this country for that 
purpose owing to the persecution of religious orders in 
France. 
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French & Swiss in Allen County. 
August Adam € 


However, being too aged for the rigorous Trappists rule, 
the venerable priest was re-admitted to the Diocese of Fort 
Wayne, and was appointed Chaplain to the Sisters of St. 
Joseph at the Mother House near Tipton, Ind. 


Returns as Chaplain. 


Desiring to return to the scene of his earlier labors, 
Bishop Alerding later assigned him to the Chaplaincy at 
Sacred Heart Academy. Five years ago he made another trip 
to France and for almost two years resided in Perpiguan, 
in the southern sectfon. of ,the, country. August 13, 1915, he 
arrived in Fort Wayne from his trip abroad and shortly 
after left for the Academy so dear to his heart and where 
his return has been eagerly anticipated for several weeks. 
Father Adam's room at the Academy was always kept in read- 
iness for him.and his was always a joyful welcome home on 
the part of faculty and students. 

In the golden jubilee celebration of the Sacred Heart 
Academy held Tuesday June 13,1916, Father Adam was the 
central figure in the notable celebration. That he had sur- 
vived all the years and had seen the institution reach the 
half century mark was the occasion of heart felt rejoicing. 
His life was the link that bound the chain of the glorious 
past with the golden present and in the hearts of old and 
young memory had enshrined a place for him. To those at 
Sacred Heart Academy the death of Father Adam comes as a 
personal grief, on account of his close association with 
the institution. 

To the pioneer of this community the passing of the ven- 
erable priest also brings sorrow for years have not lessen- 
ed wueiT appreciation of nis apostolic labors. in their midst. 


Obsequise on Tuesday. 


This afternoon Getz & Cahill will remove the remains from 
their establishment to St. Vincent's Church, Academie, Ind. 
where he will lay in state until Tuesday morning at 9 o' - 
clock when the obsequies willbe held. Rev. Joseph A. Lynn 
pastor of St.Vincent's is in charge of the arrangements for 
the funeral. It is expected that Rt. Rev. Bishop Herman 
Joseph Alerding, the local and many of the neighboring 
clergy will be in attenitance. 
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Claude Joseph Aubrey 
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T-28-I850 Marie Frances Moulin 
b2plgg 
Claude Joseph Aubery 
Ond. marriage and 
T2-27-1858 Marie Rosine Belot 
bI3p1I0 
Born, 7-7-1820, France. 


Declaration of intent; Declared 2-7-I846, in Allen County 
Indiana. Arrived thru Port of New York, 7-17-1845. 


1850 Census, 


1860 Census, Perry Twp. Pg339 #738 line 7 
1870 Census, Wayne Twp. Ft.W. Pg262a #IOI line 24 


The Fort Wayne Sentinel 
Tuesday Feb. 7,1899. 
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Claude Joseph Aubrey, died last evening of Asthma at the 
Home “or nie’ son-in-law J.-H. Hartman No. 305 Hanna Street. 

Mr. Aubrey was born in France, eighty years ago, and has 
resided in Fort Wayne fifty four years. He was Twice marr- 
ied and the following children survive, Joseph J.3 Alfred 
J,3eNrsyJecH.eHartmans Mrs Nicholas Petgan; John J.j°Mrs. 
Budd Slater; Mrs George Sarazin; Mrs. John Jacobs; Frank J. 
and Mary. 

The-Funerab will. be held from St. Peter's Catholic Church 
Thursday morning. 
Buried Catholic Cemetery, Copied Feb. 1978. 
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French & Swiss in Allen County. 


Benjamin Louis Auger 
and 
Lillian 3 Bird 


Born, 2-22-1853 in Fort Wayne, Indiana. 


Benjamin Louis Auger, one of the leading Florists of 
Fort Wayne, was born in this city Feb. 22-1853, the son of 
Charles and Catherine (Thorpe) Auger. The father was born 
near Versailles, France in I824. He was a son of a French 
florist and worked in the leading gardens of Europe, princi- 
pally of France. He immigrated to America and after spending 
sometime in New York City, came to Indiana and located at 
Marion. In I852 he came to Fort Wayne and engaged in market 
and flower gardening, later in I869 when the city had 
sufficiently developed, he confined his business to that of 
a florist, exclusively and is the pioneer florist of Allen 
County, .nd one of the oldest in,the state, He is stilioa 
resident of Fort Wayne, being in his 65th year. His wife 
who is now in her 55th year was born near London, England, 
and came to America at about the same time as her husband, 
to whom she was married in New York City. 

Benjamin Louis Auger was educated in the Fort Wayne public 
schools, and spent three years at Notre Dame. After leaving 
school, he came into the business with his father. About 
ieee he went to Cincinnati and had charge of the establish- 
ment of Cooke’ & Co., the leading florists of that city. 
Returning home in 1876 he engaged in business with his fath- 
er and succeeded the later upon his retirement in 1883. He | 
Conducts an extensive establishment and has probably the 
largest cut flower trade inthe city. His place at I6 East 
Washington Street occupies 62xI50 feet space and in 1887 he 
started a growing house 150x150 feet at Creighton Ave. 

In 1879 Mr. Auger was married to Lillian, daughter of 
James Bird of Fort Wayne, and they have three children. 

Mr. Auger is a member of National and State Florists 
Associations, Sol. D. Bayless Lodge F. & A. M., THe I.0.0.F. 
K.of P., and Trinity Church. 

1889 bk2p2g192 
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French & Swiss in Allen County. 


Charles Auger 
and 
Catherine | Thorpe 
Born, 3-4-1822, France. 


Declaration of intent; Declared 7-24-1858, in Allen County 
Indiana. Arrived 4-26-1850 thru Port of New York. 


I850 Census, 
I860 Census, 
1870 Census, Ft.W. 8Th ward. Pg+23 #3 line I5 


Bought Land. 8-12-1864, bk36 pg3I2. 


Charles Auger, prominent among citizens of Fort 
Wayne, of .Frenchsnativity, has resided in the city since 
ToT, he has witnessed the great developement of his adopt- 
ed town, and throughout his life has been honored by his 
fellow citizens. He was one of the first- to engage in busi- 
ness as a florist in this city, and has had extensive busi- 
ness-ownings as many as six green houses at one time. 
Having prospered in his affairs and grown advanced in years. 
He has retired and turned over his business to his son, 
Louis Benjamin Auger, who continues it successfully. 

Charles Auger was born in France, March 4, 1822, the son 
of John B. and Marie C. Auger. He came to America in 1850 
and at first spent two years in New York City. He was marr- 
ied November 25, 1850 to Catherine Thorpe a native of Engl- 
and, daughter of William and Ann Thorpe, also of that 
country, but of French descent. Mr. & Mrs. Auger have had 
two children, Louis B. and Charles W., who died at the age 
of eleven years and eight months. Mrs. Auger is a member of 
the Episcopal Church. Mr. Auger has made three trips to his 
native country, and he and wife visited the Paris Exposit- 
ion in the summer of 1889. 

1889 bk2pg5e. 
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Firemen fight the blaze that engulfed the city’s most elegant hotel, the Aveline House. 





Cityscapes: Death of the Aveline 


In its day, the Aveline House 
was the city’s most elegant hotel. 
In the end, it was the city’s most 
elegant deathtrap. © 

The hotel was built in 1863 at 
the southeast corner of Calhoun 
and Berry streets by Francis 
Aveline. Aveline had come to 
Fort Wayne from Vincennes in 
1820 and eventually became one 
of the city’s most important con- 
tractor-builders. His name 
might have faded into oblivion, 
however, if not for the luxurious 
hotel which bore his name. 

The Aveline House was origi- 
nally a four-story hotel. Two 
floors were added later. Because 
of its central location and fine 
accommodations, the hotel 
played host to scores of impor- 
tant guests and functions. 

Then, one gray morning, ev- 
erything ended for the Aveline 
House. At about 3:30 a.m. on 
May 3, 1908, as 70 guests slept, a 
fire broke out at the bottom of 


the elevator shaft. The flames 
soon burst from the hotel’s win- 
dows and spread throughout the 
building. 

Some residents escaped 
through the door and safely 
made it to the street. Others 
found safety by going to the roof, 
where they jumped onto the tops 
of neighboring buildings. Others, 
in desperation, leaped from the 
windows. Some landed safely, 
others didn’t. 

In all, 11 people died in the 
Aveline House fire. In loss of hu- 
man life, it was the worst fire the 
city ever had. 

When this photograph was 
taken, the blaze was at its peak; 
the old horse-drawn steam fire 
engine may indicate why it took 
so long to put out the flames. 

Other pictures taken hours 
later show the huge crowd that 
gathered around the burned-out 
hotel’s shell following the fire. 
More than 1,400 people, brought 


in by excursion train, soon were 
on hand to witness the hotel’s 
demise. Once the final flame 
died, it wasn’t long before the 
old Aveline House was torn 
down. 

Like the hotel which bore his 
name, Francis Aveline’s final 
days were also marred by tra- 
gedy. Fort Wayne historian B.J. 
Griswold wrote that Aveline lit- 
erally died of grief following the 
death of his son, Frank, in an 
1865 Civil War battle near Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn. 

In a way, the hotel actually 


had a better fate. It went outina 


blaze of glory, at least. Other, 
later Fort Wayne hotels were ei- 
ther allowed to stand empty and 
forgotten or else were dynamited 
to make room for hamburger 
joints. = 

— Kevin Leininger 
Kevin Leininger is a News-Sen- 
tinel general-assignment re- 


porter. 
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CITYSCAPE: 
the old Aveline 


Fire! The cry chills mod- 
ern Fort Wayne hearts as 
much as ever. Amazingly, 
few lives have been lost in 
the city’s long history of 
hotel fires. The morning of 
May 3, 1908 stands as one 
of the most tragic: 12 per- 
sons died .as fire raced 
through the proud Aveline 
House. 


The hotel Francis S. Ave- 
line built in 1863 at the 
southeast corner of Berry 
and Calhoun streets served 
as a social focus for the 
bursting young town. 


i Aveline needed three 
years to obtain financing to 
build the four-story building, 
the largest hotel in the re- 
gion. Still he was embarrass- 
ed to admit he needed a bit 
more backing to furnish his 
“edifice, (which) is a credit 
to the city.” 

During its 45-year history, 
famous theater performers, 
politicians and noted per- 
sons stayed there. Organiza- 
tions were founded in its 
elegant meeting rooms and 
long-distance telephone calls 
made their Fort Wayne 
debut there in 1895. 

An office building, origi- 
nally called the Shoaff 
building. and more recently 
known as the Gettle build- 
ing, now stands on the 
site. 

—Susan Burns 
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